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PINJIN STATION — TISALA PTY LTD 
Statement 

HON ROBIN SCOTT (Mining and Pastoral) [9.57 pm]: I would like to bring to the attention of the chamber 
a situation that is taking place in my electorate of Mining and Pastoral Region at the moment. Pinjin station, 
situated 140 kilometres north east of Kalgoorlie, is owned and managed by an Indigenous company called 
Tisala Pty Ltd. It is under siege at the moment from a Victorian mining company called Hawthorn Resources Ltd. 
On 5 October, I received a phone call late in the afternoon from one of the directors of Tisala, whose name is 
Mr Leo Thomas. He was very distressed and panicking. He is a highly respected Aboriginal gentleman from 
Kalgoorlie and he told me that some heavy earthmoving equipment had arrived at the station, right next to the 
homestead. The heavy earthmoving equipment was immediately used to start pushing earth very close to the 
homestead. When he approached the Hawthorn Resources workers, they told him, using the most foul language, 
that it was none of his business and he should not be there. They said, “We will ruin you and your family so get 
off this station.” 
Due to the time of day, it was too late for anyone to go out to the station, so I asked my electorate officer to go out 
there first thing in the morning. He went out there and as he arrived he was met by the project manager from 
Hawthorn Resources. Again, the project manager, using foul language and very aggressively, asked who he was, 
what he wanted and what he was doing there. My electorate officer explained that he was out there representing 
me to get the information required to find out what was taking place there. When he was departing, he was accused 
of being a “gin jockey” by this representative of Hawthorn Resources. This remark was made in front of many 
witnesses. 
Hon Sue Ellery: Can I make a suggestion? That expression is quite offensive. Perhaps you might describe it as — 
The PRESIDENT: A quote from that individual. 
Hon ROBIN SCOTT: Sorry, and I will quote. The Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage has instructed 
Tisala to make improvements to the homestead, the infrastructure and the other dwellings, including water tanks, 
water lines and pumps. However, recently, more damage has been done to water tanks, fences and pumps. We ask 
that the Department of Mines, Industry Regulation and Safety apply section 20(5) of the Mining Act at the station. 
Section 20(5) states that no mining shall take place near lands — 

(ii) used as a yard, stockyard, garden, cultivated field, orchard, vineyard, plantation, airstrip or airfield; 
This matter is in the Warden’s Court in Perth and will be heard on 22 November. Tisala does not have the funds 
for proper legal representation. We arranged a meeting for today at nine o’clock with senior staff from the office 
of the Minister for Mines and Petroleum, the Department of Lands and the Department of Mines, Industry 
Regulation and Safety. We asked that a senior person from the Department of Mines, Industry Regulation and 
Safety and a senior person from the Department of Lands go the station as soon as possible to find out exactly 
what is taking place there. We were told that this may happen next week. Today at 12.51 pm, I received a phone 
call from the station, again from Mr Leo Thomas. He was again distressed and panicking. The project manager 
from Hawthorn Resources had arrived back at the station and Mr Thomas was told to get off the station along with 
all the other workers. They were there to destroy what was left of the station. I have not heard any more information 
since that phone call, but be assured that I will keep the chamber informed of the situation that is taking place 
there. 
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